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The Commands of Our Lord

“Teach”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. “
We used these verses in letter LT0715 that was sent April 15 but now I want to localize the discussion on one of our Master’s commands: teach.  I have discussed the gifts of the Holy Spirit in my article http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm and I hope that you have had time to read it.  It is appropriate for this discussion because we are looking at the command to teach.  Not everyone has the gift of teaching but we are all commanded to teach.  The specific gift of teaching is discussed in Eph 4:11, Rom 12:3-8, and 1 Cor 12:28.  Not everyone is given the gift of teaching and those who are given this gift must use it properly and I discussed that in http://livingtheology.com/Teachers.htm.  Those who are given the gift of teaching must also always remember the following:
James 3:1, "My brethren, be not many teachers, knowing that we shall receive the greater judgment." 

The above verse is very sobering but a true teacher will not be deterred by such judgment but will be drawn toward a closer walk with the Holy Spirit in the deployment of the gift.  

If you think that you have the gift of teaching then please read the above articles.  If you do not have this specific gift you still are commanded to teach.  
2Tim 2:24 “And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,

2Tim 2:25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,

2Tim 2:26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.”

It is wonderful to be employed by God in the opening of the eyes and ears of people who have been held captive by the devil.  Certainly we cannot talk anyone into becoming a child of God but God often uses the work of His bondservants in His changing of people.  

Those people who have been taught the Scriptures should then be ready to teach others who might ask about their faith.  Even though you may not have the specific gift of teaching, you may teach someone who will then be a teacher.  
2Tim 2:2 “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”
All Christians have an audience to teach.  All parents are to teach their children.  
Psalm 78:5 “For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our fathers, That they should teach them to their children,”

All Christians should be ready to teach family members who either are not Christians or who have not been taught the Gospel thoroughly.  We should all be alert in the work place for people who are open to learning about our “religion”.  Those of us who are now retired should seek ways that we can spend more time teaching others from the lessons we have been taught over the preceding years. 
But, to be able to teach we must first know something to teach.  All of us have the need to continue to grow in the sanctification process but too many people are content with just a basic understanding of their faith when they should have already grown to the point where they can be teaching others.

Heb 5:12 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”

Most people do not know how to study the Bible and are not willing to spend the time learning how to study it.  A solid understanding of Biblical truth requires a lot of effort.  The Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek and most of us are not scholars in those languages.  However there are many books available to help us understand the use of such languages.  We also need to understand the historical context of the Scripture before we can better understand it.  The Bible needs to be studied with the same seriousness and dedication that people use to study school topics.  Most people also will have to discard some previous understandings that they had about Biblical concepts either from poor prior teaching or from poor previous readings of the Bible.  Most people will need to take classes from someone who is a Bible teacher of considerable experience and maturity.  

Learning God’s Word is an unending journey.  This week I encourage us all to candidly evaluate our present understanding of the Bible and then make plans to develop a plan to learn so that we can then teach.  
